
Course Description

Globalization can be thought of as both a process and an outcome.  This course is designed to 
look at the forces driving this process and the role they play in shaping outcomes at the 
international, national, and even sub-national levels.  To do this, the course is divided into two 
main sections.  We will begin by defining the general debate surrounding globalization and 
exploring the question of what is globalization?  Throughout the second section of the course 
we will look more closely at the many facets of globalization and consider the issue and its 
effects on economics, politics, culture, and the environment.

Prerequisites: It is strongly recommended that you have already taken PSC 240 - The 
International System, or a similar course that introduces you to the basic actors, concepts, and 
theories common to our evaluation of themes in globalization.

Course Objectives

This is a general education course with a global (GL) marker, and the student learning 
objectives for this course have been designed with this in mind.  By the end of this course you 
should be able to:

� Define globalization and the types of actors, and their interests, involved in globalization.
� Explain how these actors interact within the areas of economic, political, cultural, and 

environmental globalization at the international, national, and sub-national levels.
� Describe and evaluate arguments for and against globalization throughout the many 

different aspects of this phenomenon.
� Use basic research methods to investigate issues and topics within globalization.

Course Requirements

Exams (60%)

You will take three exams, each worth 20 percent of your final course grade.  The exams will 
include both short and long essay questions, which will test your ability to define and apply 
important concepts from both the lectures and the readings.  The exams are not cumulative.   
The final grade you receive on each exam might be curved if the class average on that exam falls  
below an 80 percent; however, no student will receive a grade higher than 100 percent on an 
exam.  Exam Dates: September 29, November 8, and December 11 (at 3:30pm).
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Papers (25%)

You will submit a research paper, worth 15 percent of your final course grade, in which you 
explain and evaluate a contemporary issue in globalization.  Prior to submitting your finished 
paper, you are required to submit both a thesis statement and outline, and an annotated 
bibliography for your paper, each worth 5 percent of your final grade.  You will turn in a hard 
copy of your final paper in class and an electronic copy via Blackboard.  The hard copy will be 
graded and returned to you while the electronic copy will be used to check for plagiarism using 
SafeAssign.  Each paper must be between a minimum of 1800 words and a maximum of 3600 
words in length.  Paper Dates: Thesis Statement and Outline due September 27, Annotated 
Bibliography due October 25, Final Paper due November 22.

Participation (15%)

Although this is a lecture course, I will include some modest active learning exercises in class 
and we will devote time to discussing the reading assignments, especially those found in the 
The Globalization Reader.  Outside of the classroom, you may participate by utilizing my office 
hours or setting up appointments to ask questions about the material or review assignments.  
Additional opportunities to meet for coffee will be announced in class.  Please keep in mind 
that frequent participation does not necessarily mean a better grade if that participation proves 
counterproductive, disruptive, and so forth.

Other Guidelines & Information

The information included within the syllabus should be a reliable guide for the course, its 
requirements, its policies, and the schedule.  However, this information is subject to change as 
the semester progresses and, therefore, you may not claim any rights based solely on the 
syllabus.  Official announcements are always made in class and on Blackboard.  In the absence 
of more recent announcements, however, the following guidelines are not negotiable and will be 
strictly adhered to during this semester:

Attendance: Attendance will be taken 10 times over the course of the semester and will form 
the basis for your overall participation grade, up to 75 percent.  Please keep in mind that 
attendance does not equal participation.  If you wish to receive a participation grade above 75 
percent, you will need to actually participate in class, see me during office hours, or sign up for 
one of the small group meetings that I will set up throughout the semester.

Grades: It is my belief that there is an average level of quality that I can expect to see from my 
students.  This average level of work will typically earn a grade between 75 percent and 85 
percent on exams and papers.  Only exceptional work will receive grades above an 85 percent.  
Letter grades will be assigned using the following scale: A 93% and higher; A- 90-92.99; B+ 
87-89.99; B 83-86.99; B- 80-82.99; C+ 77-79.99; C 73-76.99; C- 70-72.99; D+ 67-69.99; D 63-66.99; 
D- 60-62.99; F 59.99 and below.
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Late Work: Late work will NOT be accepted.  Due dates for all assignments are listed on the 
course schedule and any changes will be announced in class and on Blackboard.  You must 
contact me before an assignment is due if you are aware of any potential conflicts that will affect 
your ability to complete an assignment on time so that we may discuss alternatives.

Technology in the Classroom: Modern technology is a wonderful thing; however, I believe 
surfing the web, messaging your friends, playing games on your cell phone, etc., all have no 
place in the classroom.  Please turn off your cell phones and only use laptops to take notes 
while in class, otherwise your participation grade will be severely affected.

Accommodations: UNCG seeks to comply fully with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA). Students requesting accommodations based on a disability must be registered with the 
Office of Disability Services in 215 Elliott University Center, 334-5440, ods.dept.uncg.edu.

Student Conduct Code: The Academic Integrity Policy of UNCG is in effect in this class and all 
others at the University.  I am committed to treating violations of this policy seriously and urge 
all students to become familiar with its terms set out at academicintegrity.uncg.edu.

Required Readings

Hebron, Lui, and John F. Stack Jr.  2011.  Globalization: Debunking the Myths.  New York, NY: 
Longman. (a.k.a. Globalization)

Lechner, Frank J. and John Boli, Ed.  2010.  World Politics: Interests, Interactions, Institutions.  New 
York, NY: W.W. Norton & Company. (a.k.a. Reader)

The list of assigned readings is subject to change as the semester progresses; however, I will 
inform you of any additions or changes in advance.

Recommended Readings: Given the nature of what the material covered in this course, I 
strongly recommend that you follow world news and events from BBC News (news.bbc.co.uk), 
The Economist (economist.com), and The International Herald Tribune (global.nytimes.com).  
You can also check delicious.com/anvanlieatuncg/news to see what stories have caught my eye. 

Course Schedule

Defining the Globalization Debate

 23 - 25 August Introduction to the Politics of Globalization
  Globalization: Preface
  Reader: Preface, General Introduction

 30 - 13 September Debating Globalization
  Globalization: Chapter 1
  Reader: Part I

PSC 344 - Politics of Globalization

PSC 344, Fall 2010 3



 15 - 27 Explaining Globalization
  Globalization: Chapter 2
  Reader: Parts II and III
  Thesis Statement and Outline Due September 27

 29 Exam 1: Defining the Globalization Debate

The Challenges of Globalization

 4 - 20 October Economic Globalization
  Globalization: Chapters 3 and 4
  Reader: Part IV

 25 - 3 November Political Globalization
  Globalization: Chapters 5 and 6
  Reader: Parts V and VI
  Annotated Bibliography Due October 25

 8  Exam 2: Economic and Political Challenges

 10 - 22 Cultural Globalization
  Globalization: Chapter 7
  Reader: Parts VII and VIII
  Final Paper Due November 22

 24 Thanksgiving Break

 29 - 1 December Globalization and the Environment
  Globalization: Chapter 8
  Reader: Part IX

 6 Globalization for All?
  Globalization: Chapter 9
  Reader: Part X

 11 (at 3:30pm) Exam 3: Cultural and Environmental Challenges
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